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W ellfl eet’s 2017 Annual Town Meeting, which begins at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
promises to off er a variety of lively debates. We hope the town makes 
choices that lead to a cleaner and healthier environment, reasonable and 

eff ective zoning laws, and a fi rm statement of principle on the current immigration hysteria.
Article 27, the Beach Recycling Pilot Program, is a long-overdue initiative that 

deserves support in spite of the Keystone Cop fumbling by its planners, as reported 
in last week’s Banner. We believe recycling bins can be installed at the town’s beaches, 
Marina and recreation areas — and on Main Street as well — for less than the $50,000 
that is requested, and we hope town offi  cials will get a grip and make it happen this year.

Article 31, the Polystyrene Reduction Bylaw, is a worthy and forward-thinking 
proposal to raise awareness of the harmful eff ects of this material and to phase out 
the use of certain polystyrene plastics by June 1, 2018. Reducing the global plague of 
plastic that is choking our marine and terrestrial environments is something we can 
all take part in by acting locally.

Article 37, repealing Wellfl eet’s Formula Business Bylaw, is on the warrant again 
this year after failing to get the needed two-thirds majority last year. Although they 
promised to do it, the members of the planning board failed to produce a revised ver-
sion of the bylaw that would have a better chance of standing up in court. The board 
is clearly more interested in abandoning the Formula Business Bylaw than fi xing it. 
The bylaw should stay on the books until it is rewritten.

Article 38, amending the Zoning Bylaw to regulate food trucks, is an attempt by 
the planning board to use zoning in a way that is inappropriate. Zoning laws regulate 
the use of land; they should not be twisted into a clumsy tool to control a business 
that by defi nition moves from place to place. Food trucks are already subject to health 
regulations and licensing restrictions, which works perfectly well in virtually every 
other town in the commonwealth. Vote no on this one.

Article 46, making Wellfl eet a “safe community,” asks the selectmen to authorize 
all town offi  cials to refrain from using the town’s resources for the enforcement of 
federal immigration laws unless presented with a criminal warrant or other evidence 
of probable cause. It is essentially a restatement of a resolution passed unanimously 
by the Annual Town Meeting in the wake of the U.S.A. Patriot Act in 2001. It does 
not authorize the harboring of criminals (being an undocumented resident is not a 
crime) and it does not expose the town to the potential loss of federal funds for harbor 
dredging or other important projects. Though we don’t think immigrants will be 
pushed out of Wellfl eet, a yes vote is warranted.

Articles 47 and 48, on the Herring River Restoration Project, were submitted by 
petition in an attempt to derail this meticulously researched and designed eff ort. 
The herbicide question in Article 48 has already been resolved, while the question of 
insurance in 47 is little more than a red herring. Both petitions should be rejected.

EDITORIAL

Carrots and sticks for 
Wellfleet ATM articles

Wellfleet should address 
climate change

To the editor:
Last week I attended a hearing for the 

proposed underground fuel storage license 
at Cumberland Farms in Wellfl eet. I am 
a patron of Cumberland Farms and am 
supportive of the business. That said, I 
was pleased that the selectmen voted not 
to issue the fuel storage license, citing con-
cerns over traffi  c safety and the proximity 
of Duck Creek in the event of an oil spill. 
These are very real and important concerns 
and I applaud the selectmen for taking 
them into consideration.

I was disappointed, however, to hear 
that climate change and our need to move 
swiftly away from fossil fuel infrastructure 
was not part of the discussion. I asked if 
there were plans to install an electric vehicle 
charging station as part of the renovation; 
both the selectmen and the attorney for 
Cumby’s said that had not been considered.

Numerous scientific studies indicate 
that if we continue with business as usual, 
the world will warm four degrees Celsius 
— more than twice the agreed upon “safe” 
upper limit of two degrees from the Paris 
climate accords — between 2060 and 
2100. These numbers are abstract, but 
the implications are terrifying: a world four 
degrees warmer will be unable to support 
our current population and will be plagued 
with famine, violence, extreme storms and 
drought.

If we do not move swiftly toward a zero 
emissions economy — within the next 
decade or so — the world could warm to 
the agreed upon “climate danger” threshold 
of two degrees by the time my children are 
graduating from high school.

My husband and I are both in our 30s, 
and our children are two and fi ve. Climate 
change is a global issue, and I recognize our 

town’s control reaches only so far. But every 
decision matters. Our generations cannot 
aff ord continued investment in fossil fuel. 
We need new infrastructure built to sup-
port electric vehicles and renewable energy, 
and we need it now.

Wellfl eet talks a lot about the need to 
attract and retain young families. One way 
to do so would be to make climate change 
part of the conversation and take bold 
action to protect our future, our children 
and our home.

 
Elspeth Hay

Wellfl eet
 

Vote No on Wellfleet Article 47
To the editor:
Article 47 on the Annual Town Meet-

ing warrant, if passed, would put Wellfl eet 
and the Herring River Restoration Project 
(HRRP) in an impossible bind. It calls on 
the town not to approve permits for the 
restoration work unless insurance or a 
special fund for unexpected mishaps has 
been set up. Article 47 is a thinly disguised 
eff ort calculated to cause the project to be 
abandoned.I am an abutter to the Her-
ring River flood plain. The project has 
been able to specifi cally determine which 
private properties contain structures that 
would be adversely aff ected by a full re-
introduction of tidal water. Engineering 
studies and sophisticated evaluations of 
data show that about two dozen properties 
have structures at risk. The project will off er 
each aff ected homeowner custom mitiga-
tion work to protect these structures, at the 
project’s expense. If a homeowner does not 
want to accept mitigation, the water level 
on his or her property will not be increased 
to the point where the structure would be 
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